The synthesis and crystal and molecular structures of the platinum(II) complex 
Introduction
The bis(3,5-dioxopiperazin-l-yl)alkanes (i) are a family of antitumour drugs of which the propane derivative is the most effective and is marketed under the name Razoxane, R Me. [1] [2] [3] These drugs were synthesised in the expectation that they would enter cells and then undergo intracellular hydrolytic metabolism to chelating agents which would interfere with metalloenzymes essential for tumour cell growth. There are a number of possible hydrolytic metabolites one of which is the bis-acid, bis-amide, H2NOCCH2(HOOCCH2)NCH2CH(R)N(CH2COOH)CH2CONH2, H2L.
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The fractional atomic coordinates for the non-hydrogen atoms are listed in Table 4 . Additional material available from the Cambridge Crystallographic data centre includes a full listing of the remaining bond angles, H-atom coordinates and thermal parameters. (9) 5293(5) C(IO) 2308(9) 4485 (5) 3984 (4) 
